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Toward a Real Advance in Temperance 


Kucene L. Suira * 


A preacher’s son got a job in a grocery store. The 
Owner was a devout Christian. He gave the lad instruction 
in his duties, and ended with the warning: “We run this 
store on the principles of the Bible. If I am out some- 
time and there is some question you are not sure about, you 
settle it by asking yourself whether it is according to the 
teachings of the Bible. If you do that you can’t go wrong.” 
Several days later the boss was out to lunch when a lady 
came in wanting some whole-wheat flour. The lad found 
the bin empty, but remembered some in the back room. 
He discovered it to be densly ponulated and containing 
lots of dirt, but he sacked it up and sold it to the lady for 
two cents a pound above the regular price. The boss and 
the lady returned about the same time. When the lady 
fished speaking her mind in no uncertain terms, the boss 
turned furiously to the lad, and thundered, ‘“Didn’t I tell 
you not to do anything in this store that is not in accordance 
with the Scripture?” “But, honest sir, it is according to 
the Bible,” the lad replied. “I just was thinking of the 
verse, ‘She was a stranger, and I took her in’”. 

With surprising accuracy that story suggests the way the 
liquor interests have “taken in” the American people, selling 
a polluted product at inflated prices and not seldom quoting 
Seripture in self-justification. As evidence of their success 
consider the fact that the per capita consumption of liquor 
in this country has increased in the past twelve years nearly 
100 per cent. 

Strictly speaking, alcohol is not a problem to us; rather 

_it is a whole series of problems, including the person who 
drinks as well as the stuff he drinks, the victimizing 
social order as well as its victims. For twenty-seven cen- 
-turies, since the thunder of Amos reverberated over Bethel, 
that interrelationship has been known. As that mighty 
prophet ruthlessly scraped the concealing dirt off the wounds 
of Israel’s body politic, he showed clearly that these evils 
of drunkenness and immorality, of political oppression, 
economic exploitation and judicial corruption, of spiritual 
_ defilement and myopic nationalism are not separate infec- 
tions, but all different parts of the same open, running sore. 
As Christians we are first concerned with the human beings 
‘that drink—58 million in this country today. Three million 
are inebriates, of whom 600,000 are women. Three quarters 
of a million are chronic alcoholics. So easily we state the 
atistics. So much harder we find it to understand them. 
Statistics don’t bleed. A dog bleeds. Therefore, most of 
us would be more emotionally upset at killing a dog with a 
than at hearing that 750,000 of God’s children today 
suffering a fate compared to which sudden death in 
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many ways were a blessing. To begin to understand these 
statistics, let your memory dwell in vivid deliberate detail 
upon the tragie story of some alcoholic you know. Steep 
your mind in awareness of the sorrow his disease has brought 
to others. Then, multiply that agony three quarters of a 
million times, and you will begin to understand. After 
that, throw in the eatalyzer of your Christian faith, remem- 
bering that “there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who need no repentance”—and if that compound doesn’t ex- 
plode into some kind of redemptive action we had better with- 
draw from membership in a church that ealls itself Christian ! 
The sorrow that comes from alcohol, however, is not con- 
fined to the alcoholic. Here is the Jersey City man shooting 
wildly into a saloon, killing one patron, wounding another, 
and sending a third bullet into the body of a mother 
tending her baby in their home on the second floor. He 
isn’t an alcoholic, he was just drunk. Here is a woman 
who threw her baby out of a window to its death. She 
isn’t an alcoholic, she was just crazed with drink. Here 
is a young woman with her illegitimate baby, exclaiming, 
“He will have to pay an awful price for my drinking”. 
She isn’t an alcoholic, she just got drunk. Here is a young 
man sentenced for homicide. He isn’t an alcoholic, he 
just tried to drive when he was drunk. So the suffering 
accumulates until we ery in protest, “Haven’t human beings 
enough trouble in this world without the added trouble of 
drunkenness ?” 
Mental health is one of these series of problems. In the 
last six decades sick minds in this country have multiplied 
twelve times over. We have today more sick and defective 
minds in the United States than the total number of fatal 
combat casualties in all our wars. The stomach ulcer is the 
wound stripe of contemporary culture. Nervous tension is 
probably killing more of our countrymen today than any 
other one thing. So multiplied thousands flee reality into 
lost week-ends, forgetting that drinking doesn’t drown our 
troubles, but only irrigates them. Forty per cent of our 
aleohlics are driven to that disease by their internal, neu- 
rotie conflicts. Therefore it is clear that the problems of 
alcohol will not be solved apart from the greater problem 
of mental health. Sixty per cent of our alcoholics come 
to that disease with no discernible background of neuroticism, 
and only in the course of drinking. Therefore we must 
add that the whole problem of mental health will not be 
solved apart from the problems raised by the accessibility 


of and social pressure for the use of alcoholic beverages. 


Youth has a part in this picture. Alcoholics anonymous 
tell us that a third of alcoholics lost control of their 
drinking between the ages of 17 and 21. I was surprised 
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at the results of a recent study of 3,000 high school students 
in a Maryland suburb of Washington, not at the finding 
that one out of ten drink—disturbing as that figure is, but 
at the finding that most of those who drink first did so at 
home or in the homes of friends. The relationship between 
drinking and sexual immorality is statistically obscure. A 
number of studies of the sexual conduct of youth are sum- 
marized by Margueritte Harmon Bro by the statement 
that in the communities where such studies have been made 
the number of young people having sexual intercourse 
before marriage runs from one out of five to three out of 
four. The lower figure is tragic enough! Probably in 
very few of these cases, if any at all, is drinking alone to 
blame. Probably in many of these cases it is at least a con- 
tributing factor. 

Divorce is one of these related problems. Positive cor- 
relation exists between the figures cited by Lewis Terman 
on the decline of the incidence of virginity at marriage in 
both sexes, and the increase in our divorcee rate. That 
increase in our divorce rate is ominous. At the pre-war 
rate of increase in 1965, just eighteen years from now, one 
out of every two marriages in this country will be ending in 
divorce. This shattering of our homes is a far more serious 
threat to our civilization than the shattering of the atom! 
Recently several judges of Domestic Relations Courts have 
made public estimates of the number of divorces they have 
granted in which drinking has been either a contributing 
cause or a major factor. Those estimates I have seen vary 
from a low of fifty per cent to a high of ninety per cent. 

Crime is another of these related problems. As our crime 
rate today is reaching a new high, the average age of our 
criminals is reaching a new low. Fifty years ago the aver- 
age age at arrest was 48. Last year it was 17. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation tells us that the cost of 
crime is the gigantic figure of sixteen billion a year, or 
two million an hour. The F. B. I. goes on to tell us that 
23 per cent of that cost is due to drinking. 

None of the related problems of alcohol more vividly 
demonstrates the callousness to human suffering which is 
always a part of the liquor situation than the problem of 
food. The ratifications of these problems of drinking within 
our borders reach far beyond our borders. Consider the 
first three months of 1946. In the early days of that year 
Hector MeNeil, Permanent Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs of the British Government, told Parliment that 
starvation threatened to take more lives that year than com- 
bat took in any twelve months of the war. Against the 
background of that warning, grain was allocated in the 


United States for the production of beer and liquor in . 


amount sufficient to have saved 45,600,000 people from star- 
vation for three months. Six hundred seventy-five thousand 
tons of grain were used that quarter by our brewers and 
distillers. Meanwhile, the United States failed to meet our 
quota of food shipments to starving Europe by 300,000 tons 
of grain. During that period of meat shortage livestock and 
poultry were being liquidated in this country because of 
the acute grain shortage. As though that picture were not 
black enough, remember that during just one of those 
‘months, February, the amount of hard liquor in storage 
increased by more than 15 million gallons. So we place the 
accumulation of profits above the feeding of people while 
evidence multiplies that one of the most sinister forces in 
Europe threatening us with loss of the chance for peace is 
the starvation of its people. How desperately we need 
again to listen to- Amos: 


Woe to the careless citizens, 

So confident... 

Dining off fresh lamb and fatted veal, 
Lapping wine by the bowlfull, 

With never a single thought 

For the bleeding wounds of the nation. 


Unless we hear and repent, we may yet see in this Atomic 
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Age the fatal enactment of the threat with which he 
continues : 

So now, they must head the exiles; 

That dissolute crew shall disappear— 

By order of the Eternal, the God of Hosts. 


Could any casualty be more tragic than those we have 
named, it would be only that of truth. An estimated one- 
hundred million a year is spent in advertising alcoholic 
beverages in this country alone. The enormous power of so 
much money significantly hedges in the freedom of our 
press and radio. That power has forced the American 
public to swollow some monstrous lies, of which the most 
apalling is the plea that we benefit by taxes from the sale 
of beer and liquor. A special state Commission in Massa- 
chusetts reported that in 1945 the tangible cost to the state 
of alcoholism was sixty-one million. That year the revenue 
to the state from such sales was considerably less than 
fourteen million. Benson Y. Landis estimates that the cost 
to the nation of inebriety in 1940 was over one billion, and 
that year tax income from such sales was more than thirty 
million short of that amount. How such an arrangement 
can be considered profitable, I do not understand. We are 
like the man who paid $5 for a hog, fed it $12 worth of 
corn, and then sold it for $10, comforting himself with the 
thought that though he had lost money on the corn he had 
made money on the hog. And the American public, in this 
area gullible and spineless, tolerates that kind of alluring 
falsehoods because it is dicated by the fashion of a profit- 
seeking economy! Perhaps the most ominous element in 
this whole range of problems is this attitude, on the part 
of a so-called Christian nation, of tolerance of falsehood. 

To read the ads you would believe that all you need for 
delightful recreation, warm friendships, success in business 
and peace of mind is to drink the proper brand of liquor! 
To read the ads you would never suspect that the stuff will 
make a man stinking drunk, and that drunk he will beat up 
bartenders, fall down stairs, mistreat his wife or violate 
another man’s wife, neglect his children or run over kids in 
the street. Life with liquor in the ads has no clouds, no 
shadows, no sorrows neither any more pain—only sunshine, 
companionship, joy and peace, perfect peace! Instead of 
reading the ads we need to read Amos: 


Hate evil and love honesty, 

Set justice up again; 

It may be that the Eternal, the God of Hosts, 
May pity those left of the house of Jacob. 


Methodism is on the march against the evils of alcohol. 
One evidence is a meeting held in Chicago in January by 
our Board of Temperance, with representatives from each 
of the Annual Conferences and from several of our General 
Boards. The purpose of the meeting was to help launch a 
new Temperance Advance Movement. The representatives 
were instructed to report to their Conferences on that move- 
ment, and for that reason this report is now being made. 

One hopes fervently that this advance movement will be 
as broad as the range of problems we confront. Dr. George 
S. Johnson of the Stanford University School of Medicine 
in April told the National Conference for Social Work that 
the three basic factors producing alcoholism are unearned 
wealth, poor housing and insecurity. How often we have 
attacked alcoholism, while forgetting the factors which pro- 
duce it! We commit a monstrous hypocrisy to preach 
against alcoholism while accepting complacently the eco- 
nomie¢ inequities of a system which allows unearned wealth 
to accumulate at one extreme, and forces great masses into 
housing unfit for human habitation at the other extreme, 
and thus fosters all kinds of insecurity all up and down the 


line! Too often we have let our passion for prohibition 


become a substitute for other kinds of social action at least 
as desperately needed if not far more so! Too much we 
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have found how easy it is to bribe our social consciences 


(Continued on page 110) 


“Gl O— South” 


Joun G. Ramsay * 


The CIO is consistently organizing the unorganized work- 

' ers as they service the organized all over the United States 

and Canada. This has been under the able leadership of 
Mr. Allan Haywood. 

The largest unorganized section with the consequent lower 
standards of living for workers is in twelve southern states. 
The CIO Organizing Committee was set up to make a special 
concerted drive to bring the benefits of unions to these 1,200,- 
000 workers. 

Mr. Van A. Bittner, a veteran labor organizer who has 
organized more southern workers than any other single 
person, has been chosen to direct this drive. Mr. Bittner is 
a Lutheran layman. He is a member of the executive board 
of the CIO and vice president of the United Steelworkers 
of America, CIO. During the war he served on the National 
War Labor Board. He is loved by labor and respected by 
management. 

One of the aspects of organizing is to make the community 
aware of the positive side of the union. We will be ealled all 
kinds of names and blamed for many things for which we 
are not responsible. This comes under what we call Com- 
munity Relations. Mr. Bittner says, “We hope to let the 
people of the community know our people, who they are and 
what they think, and we want to know the people in the 
community. The union not only benefits the employee, it 
benefits the entire community. Through better living condi- 
tions for the wives and children of the workers, the mer- 

chants prosper.” 

_ We are seeking and finding many opportunities to address 
‘civic groups such as schools and colleges, service clubs and 
religious groups. 

_ We are planning to set up Religion and Labor Fellowship 
Groups so that Religion and Labor leaders and other civic 
leaders may have a continuing opportunity of fellowship. 
These groups are now established in Richmond, Va.; Louis- 
ville, Ky.; and Huntington, W. Va.; New Orleans and Baton 


Rouge, La.; Birmingham, Ala.; Atlanta, Ga.; Greensboro, 


N. C.; and Knoxville, Tenn. After the summer lull, we will 
have many other groups. 

_ The above approach planned to be in advance so that mis- 
understanding and distrust that develops bitterness and 
hatreds will not develop. However, we have already experi- 
enced some obstacles to be overcome. 
_ In one North Carolina town, the largest unincorporated 


town in our nation, we find no civic freedom. The company > 


owns the homes, the stores, and the YMCA. We have found 
the ministers responsive to our approach and willing to have 
fellowship with us. Although they are proud of their saloon- 
ess community and of their fine YMCA, when questioned 


n one 
‘st member on July 8th. Within two weeks, a majority 
employees of four firms had joined the union. It was 
in atomic bomb had struck management. Three 
leaders, all of them veterans and employed in 

cer vere fired. The fourth company closed 


_ Four charges of 
by the union. 


South Carolina town the union organizers signed up — 


and operated the local concerns and that they would not hive 
any outside interference and that the government was biased 
and would not be fair in an election. The companies are 
holding their own elections and setting up their own unions. 
The union has decided to maintain its faith in the democratic 
process and use the legal procedure established by law. 

Down in one town of Georgia we found it impossible to 
rent an office or a meeting place. One union member invited 
the union to meet on his lawn. A meeting was held and at 2 
a.m. this man’s garage was dynamited. When he reported it 
to the police, he was told that it would probably be his home 
next time. 

A minister in this town passed out literature, against the 
union, at the plant gates in which he states the following: 


“Communism, Catholicism, and many other isms and 
schisms are sweeping into our southland from the North 
to overthrow us with their modernistic devices and or- 
ganisms. It is up to you and me with our true religious 
principles to deal with these as they come up and as 
the scripture says, “Avoid them.”—The Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ are doing all that they can to link 
the church and state.” 

In another issue, this time published in the local newspaper, 
this same minister says, “And the work of Righteousness 
shall be PEACE.” “Holes won’t be blown in garages, and 
people who were at peace will still be in peace, if men follow 
God’s plan and not the plan of the CIO.” 

I have talked with this minister and others. The com- 
munity is in fear. My car with the car of one of the organ- 
izers was wrecked by a truck coming down the highway. The 
Negro driver claimed a car pulled out from the opposite side 
and forced him off the highway. The police were on that 
side of the road and claimed no ear pulled out, and they 
arrested the truck driver for reckless driving. It could have 
been worse and it could have been deliberate. : 

_These are a few of the problems from the view point of an 
organizer. Of course, they say management does not fire 
men for union activities and plants are closed down because 
of a sudden shortage of materials and not because the 
employees join a union. Time will tell the truth. 

In the meantime, the organizing drive goes on. Mr. Bitt- 
ner, in a message to the church, said, “Christ died so there 
might be justice for human beings. There would be no great 
Christian movement throughout the world today had the 
people listened to His crities.” 
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The C1O urges that you judge us not from afar, but from | 


close at hand. 


as 
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“There are men among us who would defend democracy 
by infringing its liberties. There are some who think that 
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the democratic faith depends for defense upon military 


force rather than the steady fulfilment of its promise for — - : 
inp seh oe 


plenty and freedom together and everywhere. 
"We need not be the captives of our fears, 
"Only the already lost can think of our future © 
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A Day at Hyde Park 


Epwarp L. Pret * 


A Florida reader of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt’s column 
“My Day” wrote to a relative of mine the other day to 
lodge a mild Republican protest against the visit of 60 
Methodists of Greater Hartford Conn. to the Roosevelt 
Home and Library at Hyde Park on July 12th. Mrs. Roose- 
velt who had given 45 minutes out of a busy day to our 
delegation had expressed her pleasure at the meeting in the 
column “My Day”. It goes without saying that our group 
is very proud of the citation. The visit to Hyde Park was a 
project of the Greater Hartford chapter of the Methodist 
Federation. It is estimated that as many as 5000 people 
were at this historic site on the day of our visit but it was 
our delegation to which Mrs. Roosevelt gave an exclusive 
interview. Three or four letters had been exchanged with 
the former First Lady previous to our meeting, she respond- 
ing to our overtures with the most sincere personal con- 
sideration. At 12 Noon, our group was ushered into the 
large office at the north end of the library awaiting the 
entry of our distinguished hostess. Presently she drove up 
in her own coupe, was escorted by the guards to the office 
where her appearance was the occasion of a burst of 
applause. 

The Hartford visitors it might be said parenthetically, 
consisted of men women and children from 7 churches. Rev. 
Charles X. Hutchinson, Rev. Meredith Eller both of East 
Hartford; Rev. Edward L. Peet, Rev. J. George Butler of 
Hartford; Rev. Donald Hamblin of Weathersfield; Rev. 
Lewis H. Davis of Torrington, and Rev. John Franzen of 
Seymour comprised the ministerial members of the party. 

Mrs. Roosevelt was first asked for an opinion of the 
Methodist Federation. She said that her knowledge of the 
Federation was scanty indeed but favorable adding that she 
had always admired the work of Methodist -women in the 
south particularly in education and training for leadership. 
To the question—‘What should the churches and church 
people do in the present situation?” She said that while 
opposed to direct participation of the churches as churches 
in polities, she saw a golden opportunity for training in 
citizenship, and felt that Christians must be encouraged to 
assume leadership in civie life bringing to public life the 
insights inherent in the Christian tradition. Mrs. Roosevelt 
in commenting on the international scene and her work 
upon the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations 
deplored the wave of fear concerning Russia, urging that 
kind of understanding of Russian history long advocated by 
the Federation. She asserted however that Russian emis- 
saries at Lake Success, display a chronic suspicion and 
procrastination in diplomatic matters, and seem to be 
dependent at every turn upon instructions from Moscow. 
Patience, she said, and sympathy already found to be 
indispensable in ordinary human affairs is the specific to 
be applied at Lake Success. The former First Lady quite 
characteristically described the plight of the English and 
other Europeans in such simple terms as dried eggs cut 
off with termination of Lease Lend and the most ordinary 
necessities of life denied in the most poignant and personal 
way to people like ourselves whom she knows in Great 
Britain. She expressed complete confidence in the new 
Secretary of State General George C. Marshall. “He was 
in on every important conference—Casablanea, Teheran, 
and Quebec during the years of the War. He knows history 
and is wise in the ways of modern states” continued Mrs. 
Roosevelt. 

As soon as word spread through the area of the presence 
of Mrs. Roosevelt, whose summer home is on the fringe of 
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the 1200 acre Roosevelt estate, excitement ran high and 
efforts were made by other visitors to “crash the gate” of 
our meeting. But the room was already full of our 
“nriveleged few”, who responded to their rare opportunity 
with the greatest sense of personal pride. Before leaving, 
our obliging hostess paused to be photographed with the 
ministerial members of the delegation and Frank A. Riley, 
President of the Hartford chapter of MFSA. A picnic 
lunch followed-at the Hyde Park Methodist Church through 
the courtesy of Rev. F. A. Lare. pe. 

Lay members of our party had their impressions sum- 
marized in the comment of one lady from Kast Hartford: 
“T went with a respect for Mrs. Roosevelt and came away 
with warm personal regard”. Certain it is that all who 
had been exposed through the years to the barrage of 
criticism not to say scurrilous anti-Roosevelt propaganda 
came away feeling a bit shamefaced if they had believed it, 
or proud if they had resisted it in the belief that intelligent 
people will read between the lines of the daily press to gain 
a judicious political opinion. July 12th was a red letter 
day in the annals of the Greater Hartford chapter of the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action thanks to Mrs. 
Hleanor Roosevelt. 


Rev. Lewis Davis, Mrs. FDR, and Rev. Edward L. Peet at 
Hyde Park 


"Legislation based upon fear and hatred will not right 
wrongs or correct abuses," the National Religion & Labor 
Foundation warned in a statement voicing strong criticism 
of the Taft-Hartley bill. 

"To us, as religious leaders, the moral implications 
are clear,’ the statement said. It was signed by the 
Foundation's 30-man executive board. 


"More sinister than any specific provisions in the bill," 


the Foundation noted, "is the claim that these laws are 
intended to protect workers and increase industrial peace, 


when the ulterior’ intent must be to strangle the unions — 
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and weaken the means whereby workers strive for better 
standards of living." erigts . 


"If you mean OIL, Mr. Truman, why say Greece? 
Why say Turkey, when ee mean GRAVY?" 
_ Dr. Harlow Shapley, at Madison Sq. Garden, 
March 31, 1947... 
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| Editorial 


In the April issue of the Socian Questions BuLLETIN 
there appeared a little editorial entitled “Tarnished Saints?” 
in which I raised a question as to the appropriateness of the 
halos which were then being polished for John Foster 
Dulles, Martin Niemoller, Kagawa, and Chiang Kai Shek. 
The question was raised tentatively and sorrowfully, for 
probably no preacher in Methodism had quoted from this 
quartet more loudly or frequently than your correspondent. 
It was raised, moreover, on the basis of statements which 
had been widely published. 

Kagawa and Chiang found no defenders, but two of 
the Federation’s—and the editor’s—good friends took strong 
exception to the remarks about Dulles and Niemoller. 
Dr. Gilbert LeSourd stated his defense of these two in an 
article entitled “Perhaps Not So Tarnished” which we were 
glad to print in the June issue of the BuLnertn, and Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam told a New York East Conference group 
that the editor was “misinformed” about both Niemoller 
and Dulles and that social action of this type (e.g. eriti- 
-eisms of Niemoller and Dulles) was “irresponsible”. 

Having been thus publicly rapped on the knuckles, the 
editor went first into solemn communion with himself to 
see if he was in truth “irresponsible”, and then went out 

after the facts in the matter to see whether or not he—and 
the estimable sources which"had first published the material 
eritical of Dulles and Niemoller—were misinformed. If so, 
suitable amends would be made in the Butietin. After all, it 
was possible that Dr. Guy Emery Shipler and “The Church- 
man”, Bill Spofford and “The Witness”, Dr. Frank Kingdon 
and the “New York Post”, Dr. George A. Coe, Rev. Gross 
Alexander and his “World Community”, and the others 
were honestly in error about the matter. It was possible 
that the Society For The Prevention Of World War III, 


taken in considering Niemoller anti-semitic, and that 
e Magazine was in error in summing him up as neither 
o nor villain, but a simple, typical Prussian nationalist. 
And of course it was possible that the groups and indi- 
viduals within the Federal Council of Churches, the Metho- 


Mr. Dulles’ continued chairmanship of the Commission on 
the Bases of a Just and Durable Peace were being swayed 
by a smear campaign on the part of Mr. Dulles’ political 
foes. Because all of these things were possible, the editor 


and unpublished. After a long, hard look at these facts— 
and they are facts—and with all due respect for my friends 
Gilbert LeSourd and Bishop Oxnam, I can only repeat: 
ioller and Dulles do not, in my opinion, rate the un- 


Niemoller. Nobody can question the Herr Pastor’s 
nal fortitude. But in 1934 Niemoller wrote a book, 
ulpit”. The purpose of this book 
; what good patriots and nationalists 
people were. He boasts of his 


ented the 


the American Jewish Congress, and other groups were ~ 


- dist World Peace Commission, ete. who were disturbed about 
undertook a careful study of the available facts, published — 
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and even shows some 


- documentary 


his commanding of a Free Corps battalion which sought 
to break the general strike of the German workers in 1920, 
a strike (in support of the constitutional demoeratie goy- 
ernment) which was “perfectly disgraceful” to Niemoller. 

Niemoller has never made any bones about his hatred 
for the short-lived Weimar Republic. Says his good friend 
Pastor Hildebrandt in his laudatory book “Niemoller and 
His Creed’, published in London in 1939, “He belonged 
with all his heart to the enemies of the Wiemar Republic 
... their (the Nazis) program for a national reviyal was 
fundamentally his own, with its vehement denial of all that 
was meant by individualism, parliamentarism, pacifism, 
Marxism, and Judaism.” He “welcomed January 30, 1933 
(Hitler’s accession to power) from the bottom of his heart 
as the fulfillment of cherished hopes’. And while anti- 
Nazis and Jews were being thrown into concentration camps, 
he publicly thanked the Fuehrer from his Dahlem pulpit: 
“We again feel ourselves created beings. Profession and 
social standing, race and nationality, are today again being 
regarded by us as important facts.” 

Niemoller was sent to concentration camp for breaking 
the law forbidding the taking of unauthorized collections. 
While there he offered his services to the Third Reich as a 
submarine commander, admitting at that time that he had 
no political objections to the Nazis and that he rejected 
democracy and believed in authoritarianism for Germany. 
“A German in time of war” he said, “does not ask if the 
war is right or wrong; he has to fight and die with his 
fellow Germans”. But his offer was turned down by Hitler. — 

One of Niemoller’s fellow-prisoners in the concentration 
camp was a loquacious Jew by the name of Leo Stein. 


Stein appears to have appointed himself Boswell to Niemol- 


ler’s Johnson, and he wrote a book ealled “I Was In Hell 
With Niemoller’. To Stein (pages 120 and 121) Niemoller 
talked quite freely about his attitude towards the Jews. 
“Certain restrictions (against the Jews) seemed to me tol- — 
erable” he said, “considering the great aims the Nazis were 
driving at.” Later he enlarged on this. “I thought it would 
be for their own good. Many of our people identified the 
Weimar Republic as Jewish, and to a certain degree they 
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were right, without realizing it, for the Weimar Republic 
was the outcome of the liberal spirit, to the growth of which 
the Jews had greatly contributed. So, since it was our 
(Nazis) policy to show that the Weimar Republic was a 
mistake, the Jews naturally came in for a large share of the 
discredit. Jews had taken office in the republic, and others 
had worked for it. It was unwise for us, therefor, to take 
Jews into the new government of the Reich, or to employ 
them in any official capacity.” 


One of the most damning indictments against Niemoller 
is a document which was found in the files of Alfred 
Rosenberg in Berlin after the capitulation, and because 
it is highly confidential, I will not quote it. It is the steno- 
graphic record of the testimony at the secret trial of Niemol- 
ler as an “unworthy German”. The testimony produced by 
Niemoller and his lawyers to prove that he was not an 
“unworthy German” damns him unequivically in the eyes of 
all who believe in democracy and liberal Christianity. 
Two admirals, for instance, testify that Niemoller was known 
to them as one who hated liberalism, democracy, ete., and 
who was loyal to the “new” Germany. Niemoller himself 
declared it “unfortunate” that Christ was a Jew. And so 
on, ad nauseam. 


Perey Knauth, Paris Bureau Chief for Time Magazine, 
interviewed Niemoller after the latter’s liberation from con- 
centration camp, and tells about it in his book “Germany 
in Defeat”: 


“He was an utterly bitter, utterly negative man. In 
over an hour of talk with him—which was mostly dis- 
pute rather than discussion—he had not a single posi- 
tive thing to say. 

It was a painful and fruitless discussion, but it was 
an eyeopener,- too. More clearly than ever before I 
saw the abysmal gap in the German mind that separates 
religion completely from any other phase of national 
life, that makes it possible for a German to be at 
one and the same time a firm, believing Christian and 
utterly immoral in his polities. No one could deny 
Pastor Niemoller’s martyrdom for the Christian cause; 
but equally no one could put any faith in him as a 
democrat, an anti-fascist, or an ally in the political 
rehabilitation of the Reich—in short, in what some of 
us choose to call a ‘good German’.” 


So, with regret, we take our leave of Martin Niemoller. 


With regard to Dulles, the facts concerning him and his 
law firm, Sullivan and Cromwell, and their relations with 
German clients, are exceedingly difficult to unravel. The 
intricate relationship between lawyer and clients must be 
seen against the background of what Mr. Dulles stands for 
in international affairs. He stands for—and urges on the 
U. S. and the U. N.—a strong, reindustrialized Germany— 
which will be the hub of western European economy, with 
the industrial power in the Ruhr and elsewhere not social- 
ized, as the British and the German people themselves 
seem to wish, but in the hands of the same old private 


industrialists and cartelists who rebuilt German industry 
f _ after eo vi I, and who abetted Hitler in the re- 


creniwell mood ‘for this policy after World War I ana 
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Foster Dulles wrote a book in 1939 called “War, Peace, 


“America First” Committee a donation of $500, and Sulli 
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only a coincidence that it was the firm of Sullivan and 
Cromwell that represented Ernest K. Halbach, Rudolph 
Lenz, and Perey Kutroff of General Dyestuffs Corp. (an- 
other Farben affiliate) in a suit against the Alien Property 
Custodian in 1944! At this time Dulles was acting as 
“Advisor” to the Alien Property Custodian regarding the 
disposal of enemy assets, and he must have known (lots 
of other people did) that his elients did not own the dis- — 
puted ato themselves but were only acting as “fronts” for — 
I. G. Farben, the real owner. And of course there may be no — 
signficance at all to the fact that Allen Dulles, brother of — 
John Foster Dulles and also a member of the firm of Sullivan — 
and Cromwell, is one of the directors of the American 

subsidiary of -the-J. Henry Schroeder bank of London. 

This bank acted-as financial agent for the Nazi government 

just prior to the war and was also reported to be a financial 
backer of one of the firms in Farben’s international nitrogen — 
cartel. One of its founders, Baron Kurt Von Schroeder — 
was known as the “mid-wife of Nazism” because of his 
position as financial link between Hitler and Von Papen. 


Sullivan and Cromwell, through Allen Dulles, looked 
after the American interests of the Schroeder bank, among 
said “interests” being the bonds of the huge German steel 
trust, the Vereinigte Stahlwerke, of which the ubiquitous 
I. G. Farben was part owner. Again, it may have been 
only coincidence that Allen Dulles, in a recent speech before 
the National Foreign Trade Convention, made an impas- 
sioned plea for “free enterprise”, and that John Foster 
Dulles is now urging that the Ruhr and other German areas 
be returned to the original German owners. Could the 
Dulles boys, by any chance, have Vereinigte Stahlwerke in 
mind? Perish such an unworthy thought! 


—— eh eee 


And its probably only carping to point out that John 


and Change” in which he had some very kind words to ~ 
say for such “dynamic” states as Italy, Germany, and Japan. ~ 
A little sympathetic understanding of them, he seemed to 
be saying, and there wouldn’t be any war. 


In March, 1939, John Foster Dulles addressed a dinner 
of the Economic Club in New York. He was introduced 
by Wendell Willkie, who jokingly said that Mr. Dulles was 
a very persuasive man on the ‘wrong’ side of most questions. 
In his speech Dulles said: = 


“There is no reason to believe that any totalitarian 
states, separately or collectively, would attempt to at- — 
tack the United States or could do it successfully. Cer- 
tainly it is well within our means to make ourselves 
immune in this respect. Only hysteria entertains the 
idea that Germany, Italy, or J. apan SOnkSate: war 
upon us.” 


Anyway, Dulles was ‘consistent. A month before: Ped 
Harbor—on November 5, 1941 to be exact—he gave the 


and Cromwell drew up the incorporation papers for 
N. Y. branch of “America First”. 


The relationship of Sullivan and Cromwell to Cah 
business goes back a long ways and involves sc 
characters. After World War I the firm bees 
advisor to American big business operatin 
and also ee most important loans 
American banks t ermany. These loan 
dreds of millions of dollars, he rn 
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of Sullivan and Cromwell. The “Westrick” of this firm 
is none other than Gerhardt Westrick, who was thrown out 
of the U. S. in 1940 on the grounds that he was a Nazi 
agent working against the interests of the U. S. Almost 
at the moment of his arrest Westrick was engaged in affable 
conversation in New York with his old-time friends in the 
firm of Sullivan and Cromwell. 


From this point on the Dulles-Sullivan and Cromwell- 
Westrick-Schroeder maze becomes really intricate and diffi- 
cult to follow except by sense of smell. 


After being kicked out of the U. S., Westrick continued 
as German representative of Sosthenes Behn’s International 
Tel. and Tel. In that capacity, this Nazi agent made many 
business trips to Switzerland. By another of those amazing 
coincidences which seem the peculiar property of Sullivan 
and Cromwell, Allen Dulles had been assigned to an impor- 
tant post in the OSS in Switzerland. By another coinci- 
dence, a character by the name of Lada Moearski, a director 
of a Schroeder subsidiary in New York, became U. S. Coun- 
sul in Switzerland. Thus, at the heighth of the war against 
Germany, the Schroeder bank had two representatives work- 
ing for the U. S. government in Switzerland, consulting 
with the International Tel. and Tel.’s (and Hitler’s) Gerhardt 
Westrick and with the German Reichsbank’s Vice-President, 
‘Dr. Emil Puhl, who also made many pilgrimages to neutral 
Switzerland. Little wonder that, at the end of the war, 
three I. T. and T. directors suddenly became U. 8. Brigadier- 
Generals and immediately made contact with Allen Dulles’ 
old friend Westrick in Berlin. Westrick, however, had been 

tossed in the jug by some American underling who did not 
_know that he had friends in Wall Street, and your cor- 
respondent has seen a verbatim transcript of his interroga- 
_ tion by officers of the AMG: Asked to name his principal 
contacts in the United States, this Nazi intriguer named 
the law firm of Sullivan and Cromwell, along with several 
e others. 


Meanwhile, back in the United States an insistent question 
was being asked: what is the relationship between Mr. 
_ Dulles and the German industrialist Robert Bosch of Stutt- 
-gart, who controls the patents on diesel engines, and who, 
as late as five weeks before Pearl Harbor, prevented the 
_ United States Navy from obtaining the right to manufacture 
diesel engines? The files of the Alien Property custodian 
revealed that the notorious Swedish banker, Wallenburg, was 
that Wallenburg was closely tied to Dulles. Dulles never 
publicly explained this association. 


It is exceedingly difficult for the layman to figure out 
gust what all this means. But he knows in his blood that 
it is no good even if it all turns out to be quite legal, and 
tes is likely to feel this especially strongly if he had a 
son or brother shot down over the plants of the Vereinigte 
-Stahlwerke. And when he hears Mr. John Foster Dulles, 
‘through the Federal Council of Churches, announce that 


help but wonder just what kind of a “free world” 
‘Dulles is talking about. The “free world” of his clients 
persist Of the Schroeders, the Farbens, the Vere- 
Be elinerke-< the “free world” of General bigtidatiee 


7 dard the ifaetas ae to the beresdalanie of the facts, 
ld be very happy to see somebody interpret them dif- 
if somebody cares to oe ee I will be elad to 


— acting as a cloak for Robert Bosch in the United States, and — 


the issue is “a free world versus the police state”, he can-_ 
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churches on world affairs, particularly on German affairs. 
If anybody ean look at the facts and come up with another 
opinion, he is free to do so. 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH 


““Crossfire’’. Starring Robert Young and Robert Ryan. Seen 
at the Rivoli Theatre, New York, An RKO Production. 


‘‘Crossfire’’ is a rare film—a Hollywood attempt to meet a 
burning social issue head on. To a remarkable degree, it 
succeeds. 


The issue is anti-semitism. The story is concerned with the 
murder of a Jew by a soldier, and as it progresses it brings 
to light all of the subtle, ignorant savagery that goes into 
the making of an anti-semite. 


Robert Ryan as the soldier, Sam Levene as his Jewish victim, 
and Robert Young as the detective who solves the murder turn 
in Grade A performances. It was produced by Dore Schary, a 
new Hollywood producer who seems to have more brains than 
anybody else in picture business. I) ig tho 


Yale Professor William Lyon Phelps and his wife had 
several guests to dinner. Before the meal began, Phelps 
called for silence and invoked the Lord's blessing. 


"Billy," criticized his wife when he had finished, "'l 
couldn't hear a word you were saying." 


"'My dear," replied Phelps, "I wasn't speaking to you." 
E. E. Edgar 


Soetsaos 


_—— 


Rural Social Action 


Rocer ORTMAYER 


Some Impressions of Lincoln 


The National Methodist Rural Life Conference held at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, in the closing days of July left this 
participant both confused and hopeful. 

There were too many people not at all certain why they 
had come, expecially to a land where the 106 degree sun 
blazed through the University’s Colesium and they had to 
be speech listeners beneath the skylights. They left, many 
of them, well sweated but little enlightened. 

Discussion groups were often not discussion groups 
because of unwieldy numbers, although some of the alert 
committee chairmen such as the University of Illinois’ Dave 
Lindstrom were prepared with the techniques to handle the 
crowd that showed up. Facilities upon oceasion left a good 
deal to be desired and the loud speaker often threw out 
but a muffled roar. 

Time was short. The heat did not help any. Bishop 
Martin rightly insisted that the heat was needed for the 
tall Nebraska corn, but it provoked short thoughts. But for 
delegates that were prepared there was time to do the job. 
Perhaps a longer session would only have withered more 
shirt collars. 


There was some trouble in arriving at agreed upon state- 
ments in the committees. Basically, the objective of the 
Conference was to arrive at policy but sweeping general 
statements made many feel that much that was being said 
was so abstract and general that it would make little dif- 
ference in the Church. Critics contended that lip service to 
a need was not enough, that broad, sweeping statements 
were only leaving the Church in the same old hands,, blind 
to the necessities of the day. 


A Representative Conference 


Overbalancing befuddlement, however, are the good im- 
pressions of Lincoln. Better than any other major gathering, 
the National Methodist Rural Life Conference was repre- 
sentative of Methodism in a way that General Conference 
never is. It seems to be an occasion for editorializing 
when an occasional rural pastor is elected to the quadren- 
nial session. But the majority of Methodist pastors are 
rural. Hundreds of genuine rural ministers showed up at 
Lincoln. 


General Conference elections tend to be the happy hunting 
ground for ecclesiastical politicians and the “elder” states- 
men of the Church. But neither is necessarily representa- 
tive of Methodism. Lincoln had young preachers in abun- 
dance, it had many who will never get a vote for General 
Conference. At the same time all district superintendents 


were to be present, all chairmen of the major annual con- 


ference boards, representative city preachers, bishops and 
other agents of Methodism’s hierarchy. There was a marvel- 
ous mixture of the obscure and the prominent, the regulars 
and the rebellious. 


North and South were one. Unification was a reality. 
And if what this observer saw is at all typical, driving social 
action is not a possession peculiar to regions above the 
Mason-Dixon line. 


They Spoke Up 


Most delegates got a chance to speak their piece. There 
was the usual sprinkling, of course, who should have been 
forced to hold their peace. But the Robert’s Rules of 
Order expert who with gimlet eye and nervous exultation 
spies out a parliamentary irregularity and gains the floor 
completely to muddle the situation was mercifully absent. 
Country parsons had just as much to say as district super- 

] ; : 


intendents and their contributions were as respectfully 
considered. / 

The newspapers reported one day that the Committee on 
Cooperation with Other Church, Dr. Ralph Felton of Drew, 
Chairman} had told the bishops attending that Methodism 
had to forget some of its’ denominational prerogatives and 
start using some imagination when it comes to the needs 
of communities, so often overchurched. Cooperation is 
more important, they insisted, than any kind of statistical 
gains. It sounded in the newspaper clipping as if Meth- 
odism might at. long last have caught a glimpse of the 
blessed koinonia. 

In the Committee on the Rural Church and the Com- 
munity the specific recommendations were being considered 
from a number of sub-committees which included one on 
race and class. Methodism’s Jim Crow jurisdictional ar- 
rangement was mentioned but soft peddled. One delegate 
quoted a Central Jurisdiction official as saying that he 
hoped the Conference_would leave things as they are at 
present and not try to muddy up the waters. A feminine 
Negro delegate from the deep South took issue with that 
assertion and moved a general condemnation of the Central 
Jurisdictional arrangement. A number of supporting 
speeches were made and every one of them in an accent 
as broad as the state of Georgia. No one at all opposed 
the motion and it was enthusiastically passed without a 
dissenting vote. 


What Will Happen? 


The Conference has laid the foundation upon which 
Methodism can outline a long term strategy in rural America. 
It did not provide much in terms of tactics. The implementa- 
tion in specific areas must be left up to local initiative. But 
the techniques of rural action will be found and used if 
encouragement is given in the larger Chureh commitments. 

That may be hard to obtain. There was too much talk 
at Lincoln about salary sharing, about relieving vested 
interests of their vestments, about playing down the denom- 
ination for the sake of the Kingdom, to make many impor- 
tant personages very happy. On the other hand, Methodism 
can fervently thank Almighty God for much of its great 
leadership that sincerely and with consecration wants to 
know what is the situation in the rural church and how best 
its influence and guidance can be used in the strengthening 
and rebuilding of that important limb of the Church. 


It is most encouraging to see what has happened in the . 


last few years. The Methodist rural church is receiving 
both an alert attention and skillful guidance that seemed 
1000 years away a decade ago. Young pastors are being 
challenged by the rural field with a missionary zealousness. 
Official church papers willingly publish articles and stories 
about country churches and the various experiments therein. 
There is a great reservoir of interest and support piled up 
in the Church at large. 

It would be a tragedy if it should all end up in a mess 
of platitudes. 


A man phoned an undertaker and said, "Please hurry — 


over here. | want you to supervise the burial of my poor, 
departed wife." cyte 

“Your wife!" gasped the undertaker. "Didn't | bury 
her two years ago?' 7s | 


"You don't understand," said the man. "You see, | mar- — 


ried again." 


"Gee, | didn't know that," said the undertaker. — 


"Congratulations!" 


ve) ==Bennett Cerf, in Variety — 


One of the clearest signs of the nature of the times 
in which we are living is the contradiction between 
‘the official description of the policy of the United States 
éand its actual workings. In President Truman’s recent 
letter to the Pope, and in his speech to the Inter-American 
| Conference in Brazil he described the aims of U. S. policy 
i as the securing of peace and the removal of the causes of 
1 war; the preservation of the freedom and. dignity of all 
| persons everyw here ; support of the United Nations. What 
| the United States is doing moves in the opposite direction 
! from each of these professed aims. 


We have been and are supporting, participating, and 
' prolonging war in China, Indo-China and Indonesia with 
/ Our arms, munitions, technical advice and direction. We 
are now trying to pressure Britain and France into restor- 
ing the war potential of Germany. We have already issued 
a directive to this end in our zone, thus reversing the policy 
framed by Roosevelt, Morgenthau and Eisenhower and 
agreed to by our allies. Here, as with Greece,. Turkey, 
Spain, Japan, Korea and China, the possibility of war with 
Russia becomes the dominating "factor in our policy. This 
is reflected in the public opinion poll which shows the 
shortening of the time in which a majority expect that 
dread event to happen, and in the expressed gleeful judg- 
ment of anti-democratic forces all over the world that we 
are preparing to lead another attempt to destroy the first 
Bocialist society in history. 


id What we have done for the freedom and dignity of per- 
sons is written in blood on the walls of the torture cells and 
the concentration camps of China and Greece. It is now 
being written also in the atmosphere of fear and terror 
which dominates Washington and spreads throughout the 
country among all government employees as they are forced 
to record what they read, what political policies they sup- 
port, what organizations they belong to. It appears also in 
the record of the political trials of anti-fascists in events 
which most of our “free press” has not permitted its 
readers to know. In the Marzani case the government was 
shown to have changed the record after the defendant had 
resigned to make it appear that he had been dismissed. In 
the Dennis case it had to admit indicting a man for refusing 
to appear in a date which it had itself cancelled by postpone- 
ment. In the Hisler case after one of its witnesses had been 


to repeat the false testimony by changing the name of 
-the individual concerned, only again to have it disproved 
as a total falsehood. Concerning these trials and those of 
e Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee one of our prosecut- 
ing staff at the Nuremberg trials asked why do we deny 
to anti-fascists the legal rights we Bioactly- preserved in _ the 
s of the Nazi butchers. 

mneerning our support of the ‘United Nations one won- 


roclaim it. Surely all the world knows that from San 
cisco on we have used that body when we could for 
V purposes and ignored and- weakened it when that 
be done. To the bypassing in the Greek-Turkey 
dd ge at outside action in the 
.s in the | picture of the Day 
3 as 


proven to have testified falsely it brought him back again — 


_ the slow development of ages of human struggle. 


it the obtuseness or the effrontery which dares to scene which. together have the undeveloped capacity to pre- 


round for “ 


Signs of the Times 


Dr. Harry F. Warp 


and fascism, that is the destruction of peace and democracy, 
which has been our course ever since. 

From the beginning those who have taken us along this 
road to destruction have used the Fascist-Nazi technique 
of cloaking their actions in the principles which have won 
their way to acceptance in the democratie period. At 
San Francisco Stettinius proclaimed our democratic pur- 
pose while defending the Polish exile fascist government 
and getting the Argentine fascists into the United Nations. 
Then Byrnes and Atcheson preached sanctimonious sermons 
on democracy to the world while the policy of “getting tough 
with Russia” foreed on them by their political opponents, 
meant strengthening the anti-democratic forces all over 
Hurope and Asia. Now Marshall and Lovett, unable longer 
to invoke “democracy” in the face of the record of the 
Greek, Turkish and Chinese governments, proclaim our 
defense of the “independence” of small nations. At the same 
time by economic help and pressure we prevent the people 
of Italy and France from having governments which rep- 
resent their will, expressed in free elections. Then we 
openly attempt to dictate the kind of government the Greeks 
can have. Finally we start to pressure the British into 
following our course and our financial journals raise the 
ery of no help for more socialism in England. This seeks 
to repeat what the British Tories did to France in the 
days of Blum and what their own financiers did to the social- 
ist government of Ramsay MacDonald. Thus in action, at 
every point where we can establish control “independence” 
becomes economic submission to the United States. 

In this threefold contradiction between profession and prac- 
tice we are dealing with more than the historic vice of profes- . 
sional politicians and diplomats. True they are schooled and 
trained in deception and the weaker and more unscrupulous. 
become liars and hypocrites. But today something more is 
operating. The contradiction between the words and deeds of 
our government, is a reflection of the contradiction in the 


dual nature of capitalist society. It is democratic and it 


is also imperialist, democratic in political forms, imperialist 
in economic behavior. These two sides of its nature are at 
war with each other. Hence the practical and moral conflict 
between the actions and professed aims of both the British 
labor government with its inherited imperialism and our 
government now representing the newest and strongest eco- 
nomic imperialism in. world history more than it does the 
democratic needs and desires of the people. If this dom- 
inance of the imperialist economic part of our society con- ae 
tinues the present trend toward war and fascism has to ee 
continue, for imperialism is by nature anti-democratic and 
requires war to achieve and maintain its power. This, as _ 
the Fascists and Nazis have shown us, means the destruc- 
tion here of the political and social morality that has been 


Ne 


Broadly speaking there are two groupings in the American | 
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religious and the labor world. One is t 
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world, then all the suffering that will follow the triumph of 
the anti-democratic forces here can be avoided and the 
repressed and undeveloped peoples of the world can come 
quicker into their own. 

It is because they have the potential capacity of prevent- 
ing a fascist period in United States history and the resul- 
tant collapse of social morality that the attempt is now being 
made to subvert the progressive religious and labor groups 
by a powerful propaganda carefully planned and organ- 
ized. The aim is to direct the attention of religious leaders 
away from our own anti-democratic and militaristic pro- 
gram by continuous lurid pictures of the sinful behavior 
of the Soviet Union and the Communist parties of EKastern 
Kurope where coalition governments are moving gradually 
away from the capitalist economy. The parallel aim in 
the labor world is to engage the unions in a red hunt while 
their freedom to organize, choose their own leaders and 
engage in political activity is being taken away from them. 
So far there is more awareness of, and resistance to, this 
attempt to hamstring the forces capable of extending 
democracy and transforming it from its limited capitalist 
form into full economic, social and democracy in the labor 
than in the religious world. Hence the challenge to pro- 
gressive religious leaders of all faiths to see through the 
deceptions in which the failing capitalist economy and mor- 
ality now cloak themselves. 


9 s s 
What's Happening in Hungary 
Ernest G. Dopcs 
(From The Washington Post, August 16, 1947) 


Recently I received a letter from Dr. Kolomano Kalocesay, 
a physician on the staff of the Budapest Hospital For Infec- 
tious Diseases. 
touches on the tangled political situation of the hour, ap- 
pears instructive for us in America: 

“In your last letter you touched upon the note of polities. 
I must say that you are not rightly informed about our 
circumstances. With us there has occurred no revolution, 
and that ‘street battles’ or ‘battles over barricades’ have 
occurred in Budapest, we, the people of Budapest, have 
learned only out of your too well-informed newspapers— 
which are diligently read by us here; for they penetrate 
without hindrance through the ‘iron curtain” But I must 
observe that by such falsehoods they greatly fail to increase 
their reputation with the Hungarian public. 

“What did oceur among us? The Communist Party 
proposed the nationalization of the three largest Hungarian 
banks. The party of the Small Landholders, or rather 
their leaders, were strongly against this. The Small Land- 


holders themselves demanded the nationalization, held popu 


lar gatherings and sent resolutions to their contingent in 
Parliament. By this means the ‘left wingers’ among the 
leadership of the party were strengthened and accomplished 
the fall of Prime Minister Nagy, about whom they also had 
information that he shared in a plot against the Hungarian 
democracy. ' 


. 174 Sie ®. : i! , oe. S . ” 
__ “The crisis, accordingly, was not a erisis of the nation 


but a crisis within the Small Landholders Party. It is true 
that the Communist Party touched off this explosion from 
without by the proposal for nationalization of the banks, 


‘ Pi but that occurred completely in accord with the rules of the 


e 


come from that party. 
e that without that motive 
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A portion of Dr. Kalocsay’s letter, which . 
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force our country would not find itself in such a condition 
that the Austrians, for exapmle, are sadly envious of us. 
“Of course all this seems to you hardly credible. Perhaps 
you think that I am commissioned or even compelled to 
write this. Against such an opinion there is nothing I can 
do, except to insist that it is the absolute truth. The Com- 
munists in our midst do not wish to incite rebellion. During 
the most wretched times, when the workers were destitute 


of food und destitute of clothing, they issued this slogan, — 


‘With all our might for rebuilding the fatherland,’ and in 


spite of the danger that they would become unpopular, they — 


urged the workers to diligence and patience. 

“They initiated the so-called ‘village visitations.’ 
munist labor groups went each Sunday to the villages, and 
there, without pay, they reconstructed bridges, wells, school- 
houses and churches; repaired plows, harrows and other 
implements of the country folk. In my hospital, by ‘storm- 
labor’ outside of working hours, they have constructed a 


Com=q 


house for cultural purposes, have built a chapel and a bell — 


tower. 
three-year plan, according to which, inside of three years, 


And now the Communist Party has worked out the — 


by the planned rebuilding of industry and agriculture, we | 


can attain a standard of living above that preceding the 
war—by our own efforts, without any foreign loan. 
“Ag you see, people here are working feverishly. Our 


sole anguish is, that we shall not be allowed to work, but — 


somebody will explode a war. . 

“Pray believe that the people among us are enjoying 
such freedom as never before. During the semi-Fascist 
regime of Horthy, if three country folk got together in 
some village with the most innocent purpose, soon the 
gendarmes would appear and stop it. Now the country 
folk swarm at their gatherings and freely discuss their 
affairs. Only the Fascists do not have freedom, but do 
they deserve it?- They would use their freedom for the 


destruction of freedom—as occurred in Germany in the © 


time between the wars.” 
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Social Issues in 
The General Welfare 


LOVERS OF THE FINER THINGS in life will be glad 
to know that the new “Miss America” chosen recently at 
Atlantic City is a Methodist, a choir director, and a Sunday 
School teacher. She is Barbara Jo Walker, 21, a senior 
at Memphis State College, and a brunette. She expects to 
get her Master’s degree and then teach English in High 
School, thus departing radically from the accepted practice 
of seeking a screen career. 

According to columnist Earl Wilson, the new “Miss 
America” hates liquor so much she refuses to drink ginger 
ale because it has the word “gin” in it. 

Another participant in the contest, Miss Iowa, was also 
a Methodist girl who asked—and got—her pastor’s permis- 
sion before entering the contest. 


PROF. CLYDE MILLER, the new President of the New 
York City chapter of the Federation, joined with Dr. Guy 
Emery Shipler, Editor of “The Churchman”, and Dr. Stan- 
ley I. Stuber, Director of Public Relations for the Northern 
Baptist Convention, in writing an “open letter” to the New 
York Times in reply to a Fordham Commencement address 
by Cardinal Spellman. The Catholic prelate had charged 
that Protestants were initiating a new campaign of bigotry 
against the Roman Catholic Church. 

Said the three signers: “So long as the Vatican insists 
upon mantaining a political state and utilizing the hier- 
archy everywhere to carry forward its political purpose, 
neither Cardinal Spellman nor any other spokesman for the 
Vatican has any~right to hurl the charge of intolerance 
against those who are exercising the fundamental American 
principle of freedom of dissent.” 

Current rumors have it that Cardinal Spellman is slated 
to go to Rome soon as new Vatican Secretary of State. 


THE REV. ALSON J. SMITH, editor of the Social 
Questions Bulletin and President of the New York City 
Chapter, testified before the Congressional sub-committee 
on health early in July in opposition to the so-called Taft 
Health Act, §.545. 

In his testimony the Rev. Mr. Smith urged the committee 
to turn down the Taft bill and bring to a vote the National 
Health Insurance and Public Health Act of 1947, 8.1320. 


The Labor Movement 


IN ITS ANNUAL LABOR DAY STATEMENT, the 
Social Action department of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference called upon the entire labor movement to pro- 
mote the establishment of a system of industry councils 
“through which labor and management with the assistance 
of the government could jointly and democratically work 
out all the major problems of economic life”. 

The Social Action Department called for a reduction 
of extravagant profits by a decrease in prices as “more 
consistent with social justice and economically wiser in the 
long run.” It also urged Congress to take the following 
action : ‘ ; 


1, “A housing Bill should be enacted, which, while 
respecting the rights of private enterprise, will provide 
decent accommodations for low-income families. 


2. Social security should be extended by legislation 
so as to provide wider coverage and greater benefits 
both as a stimulus to full production and employment 
and in fairness to the beneficiaries. 


Today's World 


3. The Fair Labor Standards Act should be amended 
to provide greater coverage and to increase the statu- 
tory minimum wage from 40 cents to at least 60 cents 
per hour, 


4. Tax legislation should be made less complicated 
and while providing fair incentives to business initiative 
and enterprise should give more equitable treatment to 
low-income families with dependent children.” 


The statement scored the Taft-Hartley bill as “an inade- 
quate and shortsighted approach to the very complicated 
problem of industrial relations”. 


BY A VOTE OF 122 TO 81 the General Synod of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church struck from the report 
of its committee, on Christian Social Action a proposal 
calling for a 40-hour week, a minimum wage of 65 cents 
and recognition of the right of collective bargaining in 
institutons of the Church. 

A few hours later, word of this action appeared in St. 
Louis newspapers. When one of the newspaper reports 
was read before the General Synod, reconsideration was 
voted, and after spirited debate, the item was restored to 
the report and adopted as a basis for the Church. : 

In the course of debate Dr. Louis W. Goebel, president, 
declared that ‘‘if any institution of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church is unable to comply with the standards 
proposed by the Church for secular institutions, it had 
better close its doors.’’ 


THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
(Quakers) has announced its Interne-In-Industry project 
will open in Philadelphia September 19 for the second 
consecutive year. This special winter and spring unit will 
run until about June 15. 

The Committee sponsors the project to give students 
and other interested persons an opportunity to gain an 
accurate picture of our industrial society and its problems. 

The Internes live cooperatively in southeast Philadel- 
phia, each one sharing in the group life and work. Each 
student seeks his own job in the lower-paid industries, 
where a majority of U. S. workers make their living. 
Some find jobs that lead to an understanding of manage-. 
ment problems. Internes have held jobs ranging from 
assemblying farm equipment to finishing buttonholes to 
management jobs. They discover what it is like to look for — 
a job, to live on workers’ wages, and to be a part of an 
industrial machine. From this vantage point they are 
better able to observe the workers’ attitudes toward their 
job, their employer and the labor union. 

The Internes combine their work with objective study, 
guided by the director of the project, who is familiar with 
problems of industrial relations. Because the group is 
eager to understand both sides of the labor-management 
controversy, representatives of both groups meet with the © 
Internes to discuss pertinent questions. For instance, 
during the summer, several study periods were given over 
to discussions of the Taft-Hartley labor law with labor 


_ and management officials presenting their separate inter-’ 


108 


pretations. 

Where is the solution to the conflict between labor and 
management? Where is the common ground? The Service 
Committee hopes answers ‘to these questions may be found 
by learning the truth and by applying Christian principles — 
to daily living, na ; 

For more information write Interne-In-Industry, Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee, 20 South 12th Street, — 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania. , 
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LOCAL BUSINESS MEN supported the CIO with news- 
y paper advertisements saying “A strong labor movement 
will benefit the citizens of Pulaski’? as workers here won 
ttwo strong CIO unions for themselves, Virginia CIO 
ii Director Ernest B. Pugh reported to Vian ,A. Bittner, 
} National Director of the CIO Organizing Committee. 
| Coleman Furniture Company employes voted for UFW- 
i CLO, 272; UCW-AFL, 5; “no union”, 67.’ The previous 
h week workers at the Pulaski Veneer Division of Radio 
|| Corporation of America voted for United Electrical Work- 
) ers-C1O as its bargaining agent by an overwhelming ma- 
jority: UE-CIO, 739; UCW-AFL, 3; ‘‘no union’’, 87. 
**The undersigned merchants and business men of this 
community greet the Coleman Furniture Workers and 


] 

| 

| 

! : 

extend best wishes for their success in the Labor Board 


election. ... 

**A victory for the Union (CIO) will also mean a victory 
for the citizens of this community because organization of 
workers will bring higher wages and better working condi- 
tions. Naturally, wage increases will be reflected in the 
business life of the community. This is one reason why 
the undersigned hope that your victory will be over- 
whelmingly complete for the United Furniture Workers— 
CIO. . .. We hope Coleman workers will join hands with 
RCA, Wallner, Acme and Virginia Maid workers to bring 
about a higher standard of living which means a more 
prosperous community. ... 

‘Organized workers always enjoy a better standard 
of living than workers who do not have the protection of 
a strong union. Management, business and professional 
people have their unions. Workers too should have a union. 

‘*We support the United Furniture Workers of America— 
CIO because: It is a union of, by and for furniture work- 
ers. Its record is unexcelled in winning wage increases 
and better working conditions for its members, particularly 
in the South. A strong labor movement in Pulaski will 
benefit the citizens of Pulaski.’’ 


Race Relations 


A REPORT FROM THE INTERRACIAL WORKSHOP: 


The Methodist Building, 110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., 
next to the Supreme Court Building, is controlled by 
the Methodist Church Board of Temperance. 


An interracial group (Florence Landon, Ethel Philpott, 
and Mary Leckron) was served at this building on July 5th. 
To further test the policy of this restaurant, a colored 
couple (Joffre Stewart and Ethel Philpott) were sent in on 
July 7th, with a white observer (Winifred Ayres) going 

in at the same time. As the colored couple got inside 
the door, they were stopped by a hostess who asked them 
to leave so.as not to cause themselves any embarrass- 
ment. As this was only a ‘‘test’’, the group left, followed 
by the observer. After much inquiry, the observer, with 
the help of Mr. T. C. Setter, a Negro elevator operator 
in the building, found out that Mr. J. E. Joiner was man- 
ager of the building. 

On July 8th, a group including Ethel Philpott talked 
with Mr. Joiner in his office. Mr. Joiner stated that he 
did not approve of the policy of discrimination, but 
that he did not see where it was his concern, as the 
cafeteria is leased and has no connection with the Metho- 
dist Building. He offered to report the protest to his 

_ supervisor, Dr. Cherrington; he doubted whether Methodist 
churches throughout the country might object. : 

After repeated attempts to get a clarification of policy 
and to talk with the Executive Secretary had- failed, on 
July 24th an augmented group returned to the cafeteria, 

supplied with explanatory leaflets and posters to solicit 
the support of the white patrons. Posters were titled: 
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““CHRISTIANITY IS IN THE BALANCE” and ‘‘OPER- 
ATION DEMOCRACY’’. The leaflet said in part: ‘‘Dis- 
crimination in a church-owned building offends all men of 
goodwill. The public should urge the Methodist Church 
to face its responsibility for this discrimination on its 
property. We are confident, for example, that the Church 
would never permit the cafeteria to serve alcoholic bev- 
erages,’’ In the presence of plainclothesmen and uni- 
formed policemen who had been notified in advance by the 
Workshop the four Negroes (Ethel Philpott, Edgar Bell, 
LeRoy Fennell, and William Worthy, Jr.) entered the 
cafeteria line. There was no obstruction. The group ate 
at centrally located tables without challenge. Later, in 
a statement to the Workshop, J. E. Joiner, the manager of 
the building, said: ‘‘I doubt very much if there will be 
further discrimination.’’ 


* * * * * * 


Was the courage and spirit of the man who runs the 
elevator in the Methodist Building transferred to the 
management? When asked if he was imperilling his posi- 
tion, he said: ‘‘Someone has to do this. Negro Methodists 
have contributed to the cost of the building. The cafeteria 
has no right to diseriminate.’’ 

The hostess who asked Ethel and Joffre to leave and not 
return, in later conversation with Winnie, acknowledged 
that the young people raised in Methodist Sunday Schools 
would be greatly humiliated by their experience in the 
Methodist Building. 


ED. NOTE.—This is an issue on which the BULLETIN has 
been fighting for years. Some may recall our “Temperance 
and Healing (Restricted)” editorial of a few months ago. 
We are now glad to report that the new lease between the 
Methodist Building and the restaurant contains a specific 
clause prohibiting the exclusion of anybody on account of 
color. 


A JIM-CROW ‘‘MEDITATION’’ IN WORKSHOP, has 
excited many Federationists across the country. The offend- 
ing piece is found in the July issue of the magazine, which 
isan official publication of the Board of Edueation of the 
Methodist Church. In it, as an organ plays softly, a Negro 
girl speaks to a white girl and says: “Why can’t we be 
friends? Oh, in a social way, no. You live in your world 
and I in mine. That’s the only way it can be”, ete., ete. 

Thus, in their most worshipful moments, Methodist young 
people are apparently being officially inoculated with the 
virus of Jim Crow. In response to inquiries from the 
Buuuetin, the editors of “Workshop” expressed amazement 
that anybody should see anything wrong in the sentiments 
set forth in the “meditation”. To a direct question as to 
why it was impossible for Negroes and whites to be friends 
“in a social way”, Mr. J. Emerson Ford, editor of Youth 
Publications for the Board of Education, made no reply. 
So, while the Board of Temperance must be congratulated 
for having made clear its opposition to discrimination (see 
above item) the Board of Education deserves a ringing 
rebuke from the church for flouting the pronouncements of 
the General Conference and the Social Creed. 


The Cooperative Movement 


ARTICLE 42 OF THE NEW ITALIAN CONSTITU- 
TION now in preparation is a statement approving 
cooperatives. 

“The Republic recognizes the social function of cooperation 
based on mutualism and on the exclusion of any aim of 
private speculation” says the document. “The law favors 
its development and increase with the most appropriate 


means, and safeguards its character and its aims by means 
of proper controls”. .— ; 
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Federation Activities and Reports 


THE NEW YORK CITY CHAPTER of the Federation 
held its annual meeting at Metropolitan-Duane Church, 7th 
Ave. and 14th St., New York, on the evening of May 29. 
Dinner was served by the church, after which there were 
speeches by Dr. Ralph W. Sockman and others. 

Prof. Clyde Miller of Columbia University and the League 
For Fair Play was elected President of the chapter for the 
coming year, with Rev. Edward McGowan as co-president, 
and Miss Jean C. Brandt, of the Federation national office 
staff, was elected Secretary-Treasurer. 

The Rey. Alson J. Smith, retirmg President, presided. 
The first fall meeting of the chapter will be held on Sept. 23, 
and the speaker will be Dr. Guy Emery Shipler, Editor of 
“The Churchman”. 


THE ALABAMA CONFERENCE CHAPTER has been 
active on the literary front. Five of its members recently 
published a book entitled “Making Methodism Methodist”, 
which is reviewed in this issue of the BULLETIN. 

Rev. Andrew S. Turnipseed of Montgomery also wrote 
an article for “The Emancipator” entitled “Social Action in 
Alabama Methodism”. 


THE HARTFORD, CONN. CHAPTER, 60 strong, re- 
cently spent a day at Hyde Park, New York, during the 
course of which they had a 45-minute interview with Mrs. 

_ Franklin D. Roosevelt. Mrs. Roosevelt later commented 
‘on this visit in her newspaper column, “My Day.” 

Rev. Edward Bugbee Peet, of North Church, Hartford, 
has written an account of this excursion which appears in 
the BuLLEetTIn this month. 


IN THE NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE, the Rev. 
Arthur L. Mansure of Peterborough, on behalf of the Social 
Action Commission of the conference, submitted the follow- 
ing memorial to the General Conference which meets next 
year in Boston: 


Whereas fellowship between races in the church can advance 
best if each geographical section is left free to work 
‘out its progress voluntarily in its own way, 


Whereas at present the same rigid lines restricting that fel- 
lowship are binding on all sections of the church 
regardless of background or local problems, 


Whereas a strong conviction is growing that on this problem 
each section of the church must be made free to meet 
its own challenges in the light of the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, : 


é Therefore, be it resolved that the New Hampshire Annual 
_ Conference urges and requests the General Conference 
to enact permissive legislation which will accomplish 


: tral Jurisdiction to unite with the white Annual Con- 
ference within whose bounds it is geographically situ- 
_ ated, when the change is approved by the congregation 
and by the two Annual Conferences from which and 
to which the transfer is to be made; (2) allow congre- 
_-—s- gations of any race to be organized in an Annual Con- 
—s ference which is not a part of the Central Jurisdiction, 


and (3) allow an Annual Conference or part 
the Central Jurisdiction to unite with an 

fer n the White Jurisdiction within 
ographically situated, when the 

cia oie Mies AAU isstors a 


the following: (1) allow any congregation of the Cen-~_ 


_ night, the doors of which were open. Glan 
hen approval has been given by that Annual Con- 


Conferences to 


Social Questions Bulletin 


Toward a Real Advance in Temperance 

(Continued from page 98) 
by an occasional attack on a comparatively safe subject like 
prohibition, so that we are able to feel pleasantly righteous 
while we turn our backs upon those political and economic 
evils in our own communities which are so much more dan- 
gerous both to the people who suffer from them and to any- 
body who would dare attack them! As long as prohibition 
is a social crusade adequate to satisfy our social conscience, 
even that cause will be betrayed by our narrowness. How 
ironic and instructive it is that the most frequent explana- 
tion for the defeat of Prohibition heard within our Metho- 
dist Church blames it upon those very factors of economic 
reaction which we so neglected in our preoccupation with 
prohibition! Areal temperance advance movement will 
fight as courageously as the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action for such desperately needed steps toward social 
justice as a higher minimum wage law, low tariffs, serup- 
ulous protection of all the real rights of labor, a Fair 
Employment Practices Act, and federal aid to non-sectarian 
education. 

Such a temperance advance will deal with issues broadly 
cultural as well as economic. One of them is the blight of 
lonesomeness. Recent studies tell us the ominous fact that 
the number of social isolates, that is adults belonging to no 
club, group or organization of any kind, ranges between 
50 to 72 per cent of the adults in the average neighborhood 
of New York. No wonder people flock to the taverns for 
companionship. To tell such people to keep out of taverns, 
but to leave them in such pathological isolation is as 
insincere as it is futile. To ask people to sign the Absti- 
nence Pledge, then leave our church doors locked night after 
night while they seek a place for recreation is to evidence a 
highly-developed capacity for Twentieth-Century Pharisaism. 

A real temperance advance movement will manifest itself 
in the increased effectiveness of the church’s ministry to the 
home. To expect a young person to be the only member 
of a group to refuse a cocktail, and then to withstand the 
emotional gaff without experiencing adjustment difficulties 
more dangerous than the consequences of a single cocktail, is 
to presuppose a certain type of emotional maturity. That 
in turn is to presuppose certain pattens in the home. An 
effective temperance advance movement will be characterized 
by a great extension of the practice of premarital counseling ~ 
on the part of our pastors, significant advanees in the — 
church’s programs of parent-education, and far greater 
attention than at present to the need for home-church coop-— 
eration in religious education. . 

Just as our temperance advance needs a broad base if 
it is not to be betrayed, as was Prohibition, from behind ~ 
by enemies over-looked in the narrow adyance, so it also | 
needs a cutting edge. A prolific range of resources and 
methods for effective education and evangelism on the spe- 
cific subject of temperance is available to any local church. 
This cutting edge will not be found in any one program — 
which all local churches are required to carry out, but in | 
the consecration of each pastor and Official Board as they 
work out a specific program for that specifie chur 
‘terms of its specific situation. + 

Dr. Roy L. Smith, the ubiquitous editor of o1 
Advoeate, tells of passing a Chicago tavern abo 


Se 


x 


three men and eight girls drinking at the ba: 

above the bartender hung a huge sign, pro 

and blue letters 0: 
; 2 


against a background — 
Bless America’ “EiGod. Bless Ameri 
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The Federation Mailhag 


THINK’S WE’RE INTEMPERATE 
Dear Editor: San Antonio, Texas 

The issue for May 1947 makes insistént a fundamental 
question regarding the character of the Methodist Federation 
for Social Action. It is as to whether the Federation is to 
be a democratie agency of liberal Methodists, or an exclu- 
sive instrument for a segment of liberals who take it upon 
themselves to speak for the whole, even when their views are 
one-sided, prejudiced, and insolent. 

When, for example, Bishop Hartman tells President Truman 
that he is the spokesman for an organization whose member- 
ship includes 17 Methodist Bishops and 4,000 ministers and 
laymen, I am forced to eall the attention of the President to 
the fact that in regard to the matter presented by Bishop 
Hartman, the Bishop is at most speaking for only 3,999 min- 
isters and laymen, Judging from spontaneous expressions at 
the annual meeting of the Federation at the Southwest Texas 
Conference, I conclude that I am far from being alone in my 
dissatisfaction. This meeting revealed the fact that persons 
who wanted to join the Federation and participate heartily 
in it were restrained by the policies of the organization. 

The meaningless assurance that members of the Federation 
are under no coercion to believe in the pronouncements of 
the President of the Federation, the Executive Committee, and 
the Executive Secretary, is almost an insult to the intelligence 
of those of us who disagree, for it would put us in the 
position of being voted against our will and convictions by 
officers who do not represent our views but who claim to speak 
for us. 

An illustration of the one-sided attitude of these officers is 
found in the resolution of the Executive Committee which Bishop 
Hartman transmitted to President Truman. It is unfair to 
President Truman and his Administration, constantly misstating 
his position. It begins by saying that he by-passed the United 
Nations, when the President has not intended any disrespect for 
the United Nations, which in a moment of crisis was certainly 
not prepared for prompt and efficient action in the matter, It 
mentions ‘‘royalist Greece and totalitarian Turkey’’ in a cheap 
appeal to prejudice that is unworthy of the distinguished mem- 
bers of the Committee. It happens that Greece does have a 
monarchical form of government and Turkey is far from having 
attained to perfect democracy. In that spirit-some refer to 
‘‘atheistic Russia,?’ and some peoples talk about lynch-law 
U. 8. The accusation that President Truman’s policy ‘‘involves 
a pattern of imperialism’’ I believe to be false, and at least it 
is debatable. 

I have lived in Greece, and would find it difficult to imagine a 
more prejudiced and distorted statement of the situation than 
that contained in the ‘‘Report of the Executive Secretary’’ as 
published. 

For some months I have been protesting against the’ policies 
of the Executive Committee and the Executive Secretary in 
correspondence with them, but have seen no hint of the fact of 
any disagreement with their policies in SoctaL QuESTIONS BUL- 
LETIN. If no means of expression is found for protest against 
these intemperate and unsound pronouncements of spokesmen 
for the Federation, this organ for liberal expression will have to 
be limited to a group of ‘‘liberals’’ of a special and exclusive 
kind. ‘The rest of us will be forced to seek other means of asso- 
ciated action. John C. Granbery. 


o 
NO HOGWASH IN THE BULLETIN 
Dear Friends: Los Angeles, California 
It certainly is encouraging to know that there is a large 
group of people in our own church interested in the straight- 
thinking, writing, and action of the M.F.S.A. 

My husband lost a leg in Germany a couple of years ago, and 
it brought the futility of war home rather forcibly to us, as 
to many others. About the best way, as individuals, to make 
ourselves heard is to lend our weight to an organization acting 
and thinking with the Christian ideal before them. That’s why 
we’re sending along this extra check. | - : 

Thanks especially for the BULLETIN on the Greek, situation— 
such a welcome and enlightening change from. the hogwash 
the newspapers dish out. Sincerely Yours, Py 
Mrs. Kenyon W. Crawford 
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WE HOPE WE’RE HELPING 


Berkeley, California 
Dear Sirs: 

Enelosed is one dollar for four copies of the June BULLETIN. 
Prof. Jerome Davis has well stated the ‘‘Acid Test’’ for our 
crumbling society today. 

More power to your informative bulletin and trenchant 
challenge to this changing world. You are helping in a signifi- 
cant way to make it one world. Your articles on China were 
prophetic of the new day that is dawning in that mighty land, 
when the common people shall rule and possess their own mother 
earth, 

Very Sincerely 
Clarence D. Herriott 


A MARXIST CHRISTIAN ON RUSSIA 


Waukegan, Illinois 
Dear Editor: 

I read with interest the article, The Acid Test—The Soviet 
Union, by Jerome Davis in the June issue of the Social Ques- 
tions Bulletin. I wish that conditions in soviet Russia justified 
the relatively mild criticism which he and Dr. Ward accord 
them. Unfortunately we have unmistakable proof to the 
contrary. 

Dr. Davis lists four evils of the present Russian regime. I 

am in agreement with his statement on the first two and am 
only mildly eritical of the third. He says of Russian bureau- 
eracy that Russia is ‘‘fighting it valiantly’’. We have reason 
to fear that only a minority of Russians are fighting it 
‘‘valiantly’’. Those who are benefitting by it seem to be fight- 
ing vigorously to perpetuate it. 
_ On the fourth evil listed I can not agree, ‘‘Russia believes 
it wiser to destroy the enemies of the people from within. . . .’’ 
This is beyond doubt, but it is because of what he left unsaid 
that I must take issue with him. She also apparently believes 
it wisest to kill some of the best friends of the people among 
her citizenry because they dared to criticize publicly the 
brutalitarian methods of the Leninist and Stalinist bureau- 
cracies. (The Troskyists were also not without guilt.) 

Nothing can excuse the inhumanity of the methods used in 
the concentration camps. Thousands of her citizens, who loyally 
supported every move made by the Bolsheviks toward a demo- 
cratic socialist society, were imprisoned, were tortured, and 
were killed because they protested against totalitarian methods. 
I am referring: to the social democrats—the Mensheviks. 

In most respects Russia today is a vast improvement over 
ezarist Russia, but not in this aspect. She has revived slavery 
on a large scale and has condemned millions, many of them 
prisoners of war through no fault of their own, to a life of 
slavery, starvation and degradation. 

This is not communism. The qualities of true communists 
are willingness to share, kidness, generosity, tolerance, respect 
for and recognition of the rights and dignity of all. 

Let us, who seek to implement the Fatherhood of God by 
establishing the Brotherhood of Man, dare to protest against 
wrong and injustice and to speak the truth as we see it. 

Fraternally yours, 
Paul F, Albright 
P.S.—I am a Methodist layman. Am also a Marxist Christian. 


WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG, BAD BEAR 


: Chicago, Illinois 
Dear Alson: 

Your Steve Fritchanm editorial is swell. 

Yet I’m always offended inside of me when any of the 
spokesmen of the MISA drag in ‘‘we are not communists’’. 
That’s skating too close to red-baiting; or at least its acting 
a little bit afraid; acting a little on the defensive. i 

I like better what I heard a Non-Partisan League farm 
leader say in Montana way back when: ‘‘We are for hail in- 
surance, and state-owned elevators, and curtailing of the power 
of the farm machinery corporations. If that makes us_bol- 
sheviks, then we are bolsheviks.’’ Or Claude Williams fine 
reply, ‘‘I’m a fellow-traveller of the man who went to the 
cross.’? ~ 

Positive statement of what we are for—and ‘‘if communists 
are for those things too, make the most of it.’’ Thus inelud- 


- ing, instead of dividing ourselves from, friends in other camps 
whether we like all their ways or not. 


Best Wishes, _ 
Winifred L. Chappel 
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BLESS THE LORD 


Portland, Oregon 
Dear M.F.S.A. 

Enclosed is my contribution for one year. 

One night last week when I arrived home from work my 
eighteen-year old daughter announced that she had read the 
SocIAL QUESTIONS BULLETIN from cover to cover. It was 
evident that the house-work had been rather sketchy but my 
reaction was what on occasions my old-fashioned Methodist 
grand-mother’s used to be—‘‘Bless the Lord’’. 

Yours Truly, 
Blanche Proctor 


AMEN! 
Clyde, Ohio 
Dear Federation Friends: 

IT am enclosing a check which will be only a drop in the 
bucket I well know. 

I am not a member, but my deceased husband, Rev. Carroll 
Stewart, was a faithful and contributing member—lI believe 
a charter member. My two sons are also ministers and should 
be members. 

I enjoy your bulletins so as I am teaching in high school 
here and can use them as source material in my classes. 

This last BULLETIN was'a corker. I say ‘‘Amen’’ to your 
creed exactly. Wish I could help more, Perhaps another 
year I ean. 


Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Stewart 


STONEWALL JACKSON RIDING AHEAD 


Portland, Oregon 
Dear M.F.S.A.: 

When I read the item on lower corner of page 67, May 
issue, I resolved to mail you my mite. Wish I could do more 
for such a worthy cause. I wish that all our preachers would 
read the article on the front page by Edgar N. Jackson. 

If I were pastor-of a church I would canvass the membership 
in the interest of M.F.S.A. but I am retired with little money 
and no following. 

It seems strange to me that world conditions do not awaken 
a slumbering church. I enclose check for $5. 

Sincerely Yours, 
Edward Baker 


HECK, NO! 


Pacific Palisades, California 
Dears Sirs: 

Your headlines for the main topic, first page, of the May 
1947 number sounds and is cheap. Is it anything to get 
attention? 

Yours Truly, 
Cc. R, Wagner 
P.S.—The article otherwise, except for the word d is fine. 


Books and Pamphlets 


Making Methodism Methodist. By A. S. Turnipseed and 
Others, Parthenon Press. Price 50¢. 


‘¢Making Methodism Methodist’’ is a product of the Alabama 
Conference Chapter of the M.F.S8.A., and was written by five 
members of that chapter—A. 8. Turnipseed, C. C. Garner, 
J. F, MeLeed, Jr.., J. B. Nichols, and J, A. Zellner. Originally 

. serialized in ‘‘The Pastor’’, it is now available in book form. 

Methodism, which steadily becomes more and more ‘‘un- 
Methodistic’’, needs this book. In the midst of our increasing 
emphasis on liturgy, our proliferating boards and bureaucratic 
commissions, our world-wide ‘‘crusades’’ and membership 
drives, we have lost contact with our own grass-roots, This book 


is a reminder of the ‘‘rock from whence we were hewn’’ and a’ 


call to a new social evangelism in the spirit of a John Wesley 
rhe met the miners of England at the pit-heads and preached to 
em, 
Apt as the title is, the heading of the fifth chapter—‘‘Seed, 
Soil, and ‘Souls’’ is even more descriptive: of the contents 
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Social Questions Bulletin 


of the book. The idea that there is some relationship between 
the soul and the dirt out of which life grows may be repugnant 
to many of our Methodist high-church bretheren, but most of 
our MFSA people will recognize the connection and welcome 
the emphasis. 

The book as a whole reminds us of an incident that Bishop 
McConnell used to tell about. It seems that, as a young 
nroaeher fresh from theological seminary and brimming with 
ideas about helping people solve their problems, he went out 
to a little rural charge in Ohio. At his first official board 
meeting, he: announced that he was there to help them in their 
problems, and would some brother or sister kindly enlighten 
him as to what the No, 1 problem in that community was. 
After a long and awkward pause, a gnarled old farmer got up 
and said, ‘‘Well, parson, I guess our number one problem is 
the hog cholera.’’ . 

This stumped him, said the bishop, for while the theological 
seminary had told him a lot about the problems of parishioners, 
nobody in seminary had said a word about the hog cholera. 

Methodism, brothers Turnipseed et. al. are saying, must be 
concerned about the hog cholera. 

The book, incidentally, is also a pretty good history of the 
Methodist Church. Cogent, ably-written, and basic, it is 
worth a great deal more than the publishers are asking for it, 
which is fifty cents. It may be ordered from 9 Gilmer Ave., 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

A od eee 


The Case of Archibishop Stepinac. Published by the Yugoslav 
Embassy, Washington, D. C. Free upon request. 


From the furor that the Roman Catholic hierarchy and some 
of its Protestant stooges in this country are making over the 
trial and imprisonment of Archbishop Stepinac of Yugoslavia, 
the uniformed might get the impression that there is some 
question as to his guilt. There isn’t. The man is guilty as 
hell of conspiring with the Germans against the Yugoslav 
Republic, and .of cooperating with the infamous Croatian 
‘‘Ustashi’’ in the foreed conversion of millions of Serbians 
to Roman Catholicism. Stepinac ‘‘rechriistened’’ tens of 
thousands: of Serbs who had Ustashi (Catholic) knives at their 
throats. The evidence against him, completely documented, is 
100 per cent convincing. 

Protestants who want an antidote to the whines and lies 
of the Vatican and its U. S. State Department boot-lickers in 
the Stepinac case can get this documentary material by writing 
to the Yugoslay embassy in Washington. 


Etiquette is learning to yawn with your mouth closed. 
—It Pays to be Ignorant 
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“I can see grand days ahead for our 
church. We have such a strong group of E 
ee young people.” ee 
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